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PREFACE 


I  SHALL  fo  far  follow  the  plan  of  Mr. 
Emerfon,  the  Ape  11  ant  ^  as  to  make  a  few 
preliminary  remarks,  but,    fhall  not,  like 
him,    attempt  to  miflead  the  Public,  by 
bafe  infinuations,  and  affertions,  that  can- 
not be  fupported.    Whether  he  will  follow 
the  example  of  his  prototype,  Judas,  I  fhall 
leave  to  him  and  to  time  to  determine.  Ju- 
das betrayed  his  Mafter,  and  his  God3  for 
Thirty  Pieces  of  Silver ;  and  I  fhall  fub- 
mit  to  that  Public,  to  which  Mr.  Emerfon 
has  appealed,  to  determine  the  fimilitude 
between  the  perfidy  of  the  Apoftle  record- 
ed in  Holy  Writ,  and  the  bafenefs  of  the 
return  made  to  Major  Sirr  for  the  mo  ft 
friendly  offices.    Avarice  it  was  that  occafi- 
oncd  the  fall  of  Judas — and  avarice  it  was 
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that  led  to  fuch  monftrous  ingratitude  ;  for, 
it  was  the  hope  of  a  reward,  which,  I  truft, 
I  will  prove,  from  his  own  Appeal,  as 
unmeritted,  as  his  underhand  attempt  to 
obtain  it  was  degrading,  that  tempted  him 
to  fuch  condud. 

When  a  Man  Appeals  to  the  Public, 
his  Subject  ought  to  be  of  a  Public  nature: 
but,  I  cannot  conceive  what  intereft  any 
man  can  feel  in  what  this  Appellant  calls  his 
"  private  or  obfcure  concerns."  However,' 
lince  he  courts  the  opinion  of  the  Public, 
and  has  promifed  to  bow  to  its  decifion, 
he  fball  freely  have  mine.     In  order  to  gain 
over  a  certain  defcription  of  men,  to  his 
caufe,  he  has  made  the  moil  invidious  infi- 
nuation  that  ever  was  conceived  by  man, 
and  the  befl:  calculated  to  inftigate  his  newly 
adopted  friends  to  commit  murder.    In  the 
22d  page  of  his  Appeal,  he  fays  "  And 
w  when  your  Excellency  is  pleafed  to  recol- 
"  led  how  many  lives  have  been  forfeited  to. 
"  the  Laws,  on  the  teftimony  of  that  Officer, 
"  you  will  fee  that  the  Public  are  interefied  in 
"  having  every  opportunity  afforded  to  him  of 
<l  eftablifhing  his  veracity,  on  the  prefent  oc- 
"  cafion."  GoodGod! — -what  an  infinuation  ! 
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and,  coming  from  a  man,  who,  appeared  to 
idolize  that  Gentleman,  againft  whom  he 
now  points  the  dagger  of  the  aflaffin.  But 
now  the  maik  is  dropped  the  felfifh  mo- 
tives of  his  fervility  are  clearly  perceivable; 
and  his  malice  can  have  no  weight  with  the 
honourable  part  of  his  Fellow  Citizens, 
w7ho  will  treat  his  infinuation  with  that 
contempt,  which  I  think  the  whole  of  his 
wretched  and  malignant  farrago  defer ves/ 
By  his  own  rule,  he  ought  to  call  for  a  profe- 
cution  for  perjury  againft  himfelf,  being  flat- 
ly contradided  by  the  oaths  of  P^iajor  Sin 
and  of  Mr.  Minchin,  as  appears  by  their 
affidavits  annexed,  fuch  a  trial  would  be  a 
furer  and  a  fhorter  method  of  acquitting 
his  honour,  than  eight  month's  attendance 
at  the  Caftle,  his  honour,  however,  was  com- 
prifed  in  the  reward.— But,  I  think  I 
fhall  (hew,  before  I  part  him,  that  he  is  not 
fond  of  meeting  danger  in  any  fliape, 

He  not  only  charges  Major  Sirr  and  Mr. 
Minchin,  but  Mr.  Flint,  Mr.  Marfden,  Mr. 
Wickham,  Sir  Evan  Nepean,  and  his  Ex- 
cellency with  a  confpiracy  to  defraud  him 
of  his  juft  and  legal  right.  And,  notwith- 
flanding  his  fulfome  bomhaftic  apology  to 
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the  LordLieutenant,  in  the  firft  page  of  his 
advertifement,  he  treats  him,  in  the  2zd 
page  of  his  Appeal  with  as  little  ceremony 
as  he  has  treated  all  the  other  members  of 
the  Government. 

I  shax>l  now  proceed  to  examine  "  his 
Appeal"  and,  have  no  doubt  I  fhall  be  able 
to  prove  from  that  elegant  compojitton,  that 
the  Author,  however  he  may  be  entitled,  as 
an  Informer,  to  a  part  of  the  rewards,  has 
no  claim  whatever  to  perfonal  bravery  >  or 
private  friendfliip. 
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On  the  24th  of  January  laft,  this  appellant  pre- 
fented  a  memorial  to  his  Excellency,  verified  by  the 
following  remarkable  affidavit  : 

«  The  above-named  John  Swift  Emerfon,  came 
"  before  me,  on  the  24th  day  of  January,  1804, 
"  and  made  oath  on  the  holy  Evangelifts',  that  all 
"  the  contents  of  the  above  memorial  are  true. 
"  That  the  ftatements  therein  made,  as  to  the  faid 
"  Emerfon's  own  knowledge,  are  positively 
"  true;  and  that  what  is  "therein  dated  upon 
"  hearfay  and  belief,  he  verily  believes  to  be  true, 

"  J,  EMERSON, 

«  WILLIAM  JAMES." 

r  This  appellant  here  makes  a  diftinclion  between 
iweariug  to  the  truth  and  to  the  foftjive  truth:  that, 
in  thecourfe  of  my  little  experience,  I  never  be- 
fore  heara— however,  as  he  is  a  profeffional  man, 
1  mall  leave  it  to  him  to  fatisfy  the  public  cn  the 
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fubject  :  yet,  I  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that,  as  per- 
jured witneffes,  upon  whofe  evidence  "  many  lives 
might  be  forfeited  to  the  laws,"  would  avail  them- 
felves  of  this  diftinc"tion  between  fwearing  the  whole 
truth  8c  the  pojitive  truth,  his  difcovery  ought  to  be 
explained  to  the  judges, that  they  might  alter  the  pre- 
fent  form  of  the  oath  adminiftered  in  the  courts  : 
which  would  be  as  eminent  a  fervice  as  the  part  our 
champion  took  in  difarming  the  Rebel  General, 
RuiTel.  He  fays,  he  has  verified  his  memorial  by 
affidavit — here  again, — not  being  a  profefllonal 
man,  I  am  puzzled  ;  for,  hitherto  I  thought  that  an 
affidavit,  if  it  happened  to  be  falfe,  did  not  prove 
the  fubject  of  it  to  be  true,  and,  I  always  conceived, 
that  the  verb  "  verify/'  meant  to  prove,  or  to 
confirm. 

He  ftates  in  his  memorial,  that  "  he  was  a 
"  claimant  for  the  feveral  rewards  offered  by  Govern* 
a  merit  and  others,  amounting  in  the  whole  to 
**  1,500/.  for  the  apprehenfion  of  the  late  Mr.  Ruf- 
«  fel  »  To  that  I  cheaifdMy  fubfcribe.— That  he 
was  a  claimant,  and  a  very  troublefome  one,  every 
gentleman  in  the  Caftle  can  prove  ;  for  the  very 
next  morning  after  Ruffel's  arreft,  he  rudely  ob- 
truded himfelf  on  Mr.  Marfden,  and  in  lifted  on 
his  taking  fitch  notes  of  the  tranfaction  as  he 
thought  proper  to  impofe  on  him  ;  (5th  page 
of  the  Appeal.)  To  which  Mr.  Marfden  re- 
plied, "  Sir,  I  make  my  own  notes,  and  I  have 
"  already  reported  the  fa&s  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
"  tenant."  This  rebuke  would  have  filenced 
any  other  man  but  Mr.  Emerfon,  who  replied, 
"  that  the  report  muft  have  been  an  imperfect  one, 
"  as  he,  Mr.  Marfden,  had  not  had  any  opportu- 
"  nity  of  hearing  the  facls  from  memorialift." 
Here  we  have  his  own  evidence,  that  in  thirteen 
hours  after  the  arrefl,  he,  in  a  molt  rude,  illiberal, 
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and  unmanly  manner,  behind  the  backs  of  Major 
Sirr  and  Mr.  Minchin,  attempted  to  lay  the- 
ground-work  of  obtaining,  exclufively,  the  whole 
rewards. 

Had  he  been  unconfcious  of  the  juft  claim  of 
any  other  perfon,  where  was  the  necefiity  for  his 
hurry  ?  ©r  why  fufpecl  that  a  report  different  from 
his  own  had  been  made  ?  To  Shakefpeare  I  am  in- 
debted for  being  able  to  account  for  fuch  conduct. 

"  Sufpicion  always  haunts  the  guilty  mind" 

Why  did  he  not  confult  Major  Sirr,  or  Mr. 
Minchin,  who,  by  his  own  acknowledgment,  at  t}ie 
hazard  of  their  lives,  really  di farmed  KuiTel  in  a  two 
pair  ftairs  room,  while  he  being  a  profejfional  man> 
remained  in  the  fhop,  crofs -examining  Mrs.  Muley  ? 
From  which  ftation  he  had  not  an  idea  of  remov- 
ing, until  called  up  flairs  by  Major  Sirr,  after  the 
arrefr,  when  he  knew  all  the  danger  was  over  ;  as 
pretty  clearly  appears  from  the  following  account, 
given  by  himfelf,  in  the  third  page  of  his  appeal : 

"  That  on  their  arrival  at  Mu ley's  houfe,  they 
"  found  the  fhop  (one  part  of  which  was  occupied 
"  by  one  Fleming,  a  fhoe-maker,  and  the  other 
"  well  furnifhed  with  numerous  fire-arms)  clofsd, 
"  except  the  door,  which  Memorialift  fecured  ;  and 
ff  while  Major  Sirr  and  Mr.  Minchin  afcended  the 
"  ft  airs ,  took  (as  a  precautionary  meafure)  Fleming 
u  into  cultody.    Memorialift  then  demanded  to  fee 
"  the  lift  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  houfe,  which  he 
"  found  to  conlift  of  the  families  of  Muley  and 
u  Fleming,  and  contained  as  lodgers^  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
"Harris.    Memorialift  interrogated  Mrs.  Muley  : 
"-Who  is  Mr.  Harris  ?  She  anfwered,  my  brother. 
"  Memorialift  afked  if  her  brother  was  married  ? 
"  fhe  replied  in  the  negative— then  who  is  Mrs; 
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"  Harris  ?  this  queftion  feemed  much  to  confound 
"  her  at  firft  ;  ine,  however,  anfwered,  a  woman 
"  may  pafs  under  the  name  of  a  man,  and  not  be 
"  his  wife.  Your  Memorialift  at  that  moment 
"  heard  himfelf  called  by  Major  Sirr,  and  taking 
"  Fleming  as  his  prifoner  with  him,  went  into  the 
"  room." 

Now,  in  my  judgment,  this  account  fully  admits 
two  fadts  ;  the  one,  that  there  was  more  than  fuffi- 
cient  time  to  difarm  Ruffel  before  he  entered  the 
room,  the  other,  that  he  had  no  intention  of  going 
up  flairs  until  called  by  Major  Sirr  ;  which  Major 
Sirr  would  not  have  done,  if  his  foul  was  capable  of 
entertaining   the    bafe,    avaricious   defigns  that 
his    application  to    Mr.    Marfden,   in    a  few- 
hours    after,    proved    to    have    engrofTed  the 
thoughts  of  Mr.  Emerfon  ;  or,  if  he  was  as  cunning 
as  the    other    was   cowardly*     I    do  not  think 
it  a  reafonable  conclufion  that,  a  man  of  Major 
Sirr's  experience  in  fuch  bufinefs,  and,  who  has 
twice  had  fatal  proofs  of  the  defperatenefs  of  fuch 
traitors*  and  of  the  neceflity  of  Searching  them  on 
the  moment  of  their  arreft,  would  fit  down  to  con- 
verfe  with  Ruffel  above  flairs,  as  long  as  Mr.  Emer- 
fon admits  he  converfed  with  Mrs.  Muley  below, 
without  making  an  attempt  to  difarm  him  ;  or  that 
Ruffel  would  not  have  made  an  effort  to  efcape 
if    he  had  not  been    furprifed,    which    in  fad: 
was  the  cafe,  for,  a  moft  refptdlable  gentleman, 
(who  never  affumed  to  himfelf  the  credit  of  arreft- 
ing  Ruffel,  as  one  of  this  appellant's  letter  writers 
had  done)  having  heard  fo  many  contradictory  ac- 
counts of  the  tranfadion,  afked  Ruffel  who  it  was 
that  really  arretted  him  ?  to  which  he  replied  in  the 
following  words,  which  the  gentleman  took  in 
writing  at  the  time  :  "  f  w"a§  lb'  intent  on  reading 
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"  that  I  did  not  obferve  my.  door  to  be  open,  or  hear 
"  anynoife,  until  Major  Sirr  was  dofeto  me  accom- 
"  panicd  by  Mr.  Minchin,who  affiftc-d  him  to  difarm 
u  me.     The  ribife  created  by  this  circumffance 
"  brought  fereral  perfonsinto  the  room."  Mr.  Emer- 
€t  Ton  ftates,  "  That  about  eleven  o'clock  in  the 
u  morning,  on  the  ninth  of  September  laff,  he  in- 
**  formed  Mr.  Marfden  that  he  had  received  very 
"  confidential    information,    that    there    was  a 
"  ftranger  concealed  in  an  apartment,  on  the  fecond 
"  floor  of  Mr.  Muley's  houfe,  under  circumflances 
"  of  peculiar  fiifp'icioh  ;  that  he  was  waited  on 
u  with  rriyfterious  refpe&and  attention  at  his  meals 
"  by  Mr.'Mn'ty  himfelf."    And,  he  adds,  "  that, 
u  about  nine  o'clock  that  night,  he  had  an  inter- 
"  view  Vv'ith  his  informant,  who  told  him  that  the 
"  ftranger  was  at  that  moment  in  his  apartment ,  and  as 
e(  his  informant  was  apprehenfive  of  having  been 
<c  obferved  communicating  with  "him,  begged  of 
"  him,  if  pdflibie,  not  to  be feen  in  the  bnjinef*''—- 
Here  L  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  trie  perfcm  who 
could  have  given  him  fuch  minute  information, 
muff  ajfp  have  told  him  that  the  ft  ranger  had  arms  ; 
and  we  have  had  various  proofs  of  the  determina- 
tion of  fuch  men  to  ufe  them  in  their  defence.— 
Whether  rt  was  that  cohfideraiion,  or  a  wirfi  to  com-; 
ply  with  his  informant's  requeft,  "  not  to' be  feen  in 
the  bufinefs"  that  operated  on  Mr.  Emerfon's  mind, 
he  alone  can  tell.    Here,  it  is  worthy  of  remark, 
that  on  the  next  morning,  an  account' of  the  trans- 
action appeared  in  the*  Dublin  Journa  l  when  Mr. 
Minchin  obferved  to  the  Proprietor,  that  it  -was  not 
enreel  ;  and  Major  Sirr  hurt  at  the  impudence  of  (he 
paragraph,  publicly,  in  the  Caftle  yard,  declare^  that 
on  their  way  to  Muley's  he  afked  Mr.  hmtffgn 
would  he  go  with  them  into  the  houfe  ?    To  which 
lie  replied  that  he  wild  j lay  in  the  put,  for  that  he  did 
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not  vjifn  to  be  Jem  in  the  bufintfs.  This  declaration  I 
have  heard  from  Major  Sirr,  on  the  next  morning, 
and  often  fince  ;  which,  perhaps,  may  be  proved — 
not  much  to  Mr.  Emerfon'*  s  fatisfaclioiij  if  this  extra- 
ordinary builnef's  meets  the  inveftigation  it  deferves. 
Whether  it  be  more  probable  that  Major  Sirr  truly 
reported  his  reply,  on  the  next  morning,  or  that 
Mr.  Emerfon  mould  happen  to  ftumble  upon  the 
very  words  "  to  be  seen  in  the  business" 
I  fubmit  to  the  reader's  judgment  to  determine  ; 
but,  that  the  words  are  in  the  third  page  of  his 
pamphlet  is  certain. 

Another  circumftance,  I  think,  deferves  obferva- 
tion,  as,  in  my  mind,  it  accounts  for  the  publica- 
tion of  the  appeal.  Mr.  Emerfon  flates,  that  on 
the  eighteenth,  of  April  lafr,  he  had  an  interview 
with  Mr.  Flint,  who  faid,  «  That  Major  Sirr  had 
"  averted,  that  he,  Mr.  Emerfon,  was  not  prefent 
"  in  the  room  when  Mr.  Ruffel  was  difarmed  of 
«*  his  piftol  and  fecured.  Mr.  Emerfon  having  re- 
"  plied  that  there  was  no  truth  in  the  affertion,  left 
"  the  room  atfonifhed  at  its  boldnefs,  and  in  the 
"  courfe  of  the  day  fent  the  following  let- 
"  ter,  to  which  no  anfwer  has  been  fince  re- 
"  ceived  : 

"  SIR, 

«  Having  heard  with  much  furprife  this  day  from 
«  Mr.  Flint,  that  it  has  been  afferted,  that  I  was 
"  not  prefent  in  the  room  at  Mr.  Muley's,  when 
(6  Mr.  Ruflel  was  difarmed  by  Lieut.  Minchin, 
*  a  fa&  which  1  have  related  in  a  memorial  to  his 
"  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  verified  by 
«  my  oath,  I  hereby  declare  that  fuch  affertion 
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'«  is  falfe,  and  will  publifh  it  as  fuch  to  the 
<c  world. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

«  y.  i,  emerson:' 

(i  Quarter  paft  3  o'clock,  1 8th  April,  1804. 
"  To  CH.  H.  SIRR,  Efq." 
In  order  to  reftore  his  character  for  courage,  he 
has  induftrioufly  infinuated,  that  this  letter  was 
meant  to  provoke  Sirr  to  challenge  him.™ If  that 
was  really  his  object,  I  would  alk  him,  why  he  did 
not  (late  the  converfation  with  Mr.  Flint,  as  fully 
in  his  letter,  as  he  has  done  in  his  Appeal  ? — No, 
no  ; — he  took  care  to  avoid  that.  He  fays  in  his 
letter  "  //  has  been  affertedj?  and  he  declares  "fuch 
ajfertion  is  fulfeP  What  had  Major  Sirr  to  do  with 
Kis  giving  the  lie  to  general  ^nion  ? — Did  he  feri- 
ou/ly  wifaxo  give  him  a  meeting,  he  would  have 
quoted  Mr.  Flint's  words  ;  or,  ifhe  wifhed  to  vin- 
dicate his  wounded  honour,  did  not  Sirr  give  him 
fufficjent  provocation,  by  contradicting  him  on  his 
oath,  to  induce  him  to  become  his  challengef  ? — - 
No  !  fighting  was  not  his  object ;  but,  by  quirks 
and  quibbles,  to  lay  a  foundation  for  the  defence 
of  his  cowardice,  in  not  fending  the  man  a  meffage 
who  charged  him  with  perjury.  It  has  been  alfo 
reported  that  he  fent  a  gentleman  to  Sirr  on  that  oc- 
cafion.  I  wifh  he  could  produce  him — but  I  fear 
he  has  fent  him  to  the  other  world,  after  his  friend 
poor  Fleming. 

In  page  17,  he  fays : 

"  Mr.  Emerfon,  about  this  time,  and  in  confe- 
"  quence  of  this  groundlefs  and  extraordinary  af- 
"  fertion,  made  enquiry  after  Fleming,  the  perfon 
"  mentioned  in  his  Memorial,  and  who,  he  thought 
*J  might  be  as  likely  as  Major  Sirr,  or  Major  Sirr's 

"  brother- 
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*  brother-in-law,  to  recoiled*  and  certify  that  Mr. 
"Emerfon  was  prefcnt,  when  Mr.  Emerfon  learned 
u  that  Fleming  was  dead  and  buried  above  a  fortnight." 
What  a  misfortune  I ! !  and  how  much  more  unfor- 
tunately it  happened,  that  Mr.  Emerfon  had  not,  by 
any  accident  heard,  before  the  death' of  his  friend  Flem- 
ing* (with  whom  he  feems  to  have  been  fo  well  ac- 
quainted) that  it.  had  been  pofitively  and  publicly 
denied  by  Major  Sirr  and  Mr.  Minchin,  in  every 
company,  and  alfo  by  the  unhappy  prifoner  him- 
fdf,  that  Mr,  Emerfon  was  prefent  at  the  arreft  of 
Ruflel  ;  and  doubly  unfortunate  that  Mr.  Fleming 
had  not  outlived  the  difcovery,  by  which  melancho- 
ly event,  Mr.  Emerfon  has  loft  both  his  friend  and 
his  money  •  Mr.  Emerfon  mud,  however,  excufe 
me  for  an  opinion,  that  in  fpite  of  all  his  round- 
about argument,  obtrudes  itfelf  on  my  mind,  it  is 
limply  this,  that,  he  never  would  have  dared  to  appeal 
to  the  public,  had  Fleming  remained  in  the  land  of  the 
living},  for  k  is  not  credible  but  he  mull  have  met 
fome  friend  before  the  death  of  Fleming,  who  had 
converfed  with  the  Major,  or  Mr.  Minchin,  thefe 
eight  months  paft  ;  or  had  he  been  fo  lucky  the 
morning  after  the  arreft,  when  he  read  his  own  ac- 
count i&  the  tranfa&kro,  ia  the  Dublin  Journal,  to 
have  paft  his  eyes  a  little  upwards,"  he  muft  have 
feen  the  following  paragraph,  which  immediately 
preceded  his  own,  and  which,  I  think,  in  pretty 
round  terms,  left  him  totally  out  of  the  Baby-houfe  ; 
at  all  events,  it  befpoke  his  having  been  too  late  up 
flairs  ! 

ARREST  OF  RUSSEL. 

"  AT  ten  o'clock  laft  night,  the  perfon  who  has 
"  affumed  in  the  North  the  title  of  General  Ruflel, 
"  was  apprehended  in  a  houfe  in  Parliament-ftreet. 
"  Upon  information  communicated  to  Major  Sirr, 
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"  he  went  to  where  this  perfon  was  concealed  ;  in 
'*  3l  few  minutes  RufTel  was  difcovered  in  an  upper 
"  room,  and  in  his  defence  he  drew  a  pittol  from 
"  his  breaft,  which,  however,  he  did  not,  or  could 
"  not  fire.  The  Major  with  great  intrepidity  fe- 
"  cured  his  priibner,  and  he  was  fafely  lodged  in  the 
"Caftle." 

FURTHER  PARTICULARS, 

Then  followed  the  account  given  by  Mr.  Emer- 
fon,  and  as  I  am  informed,  in  his  own  hand-writ- 
ing ;  for  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  nineteenth 
page  of  the  Appeal.  In  the  twelfth  page  of  which 
is  the  following  flatement :  "  That  Major  Sirr,  at- 
u  tended  as  a  witnefs  on  the  part  ef  the  Crown,  on 
u  the  trial  of  Mr.  RufTel.  And  your  memorialift  who 
11  made  it  his  bulinefs  to  afcertain  the  fadl,  has  been 
"  credibly  informed  by  feveral  perfons,  and  be- 
"  lieves  the  information  fo  received  to  be  true  ;  that 
"  Major  Sirr,  on  that  occafion,  in  detailing  on  oath, 
u  the  circumftances  which  attended  Mr.  RmTel's 
u  apprehenfion,  entirely  omitted  to  Hate  the  fart 
u  your  Mcmorialijl  had  in  fuch  tranfaftion^  and  never 
"  even  mentioned  the  name  of  your  Memorialing 
"  in  the  courfe  of  his  teftimony,  and  that  he  after- 
iS  wards  applied  for  himfelf  exclufively,  for  the  en- 
"  tire  of  the  rewards  offered  for  the  apprehenfion  of 
«  Mr.  RufTeh 

"  That  your  Memorial  ifi  having  folcmnly  verified 
"  this  humble  Memorial  by  his  Oath,  entreats, 
"  that  if  on  an  inveftigation  of  its  contents,  any 
"  part  of  it  fhall  be  attempted  to  be  controverted, 
"  that  your  Excellency  will  give  your  Memorialift 
"  an  opportunity  of  confronting  fuch  perfon  or 
"  perfons,  who  may  attempt  fame,  and  of  fubfran- 
"  tiating  his  ftatement,  by  fuch  evidence  and  other 
"  means;  as  raav  lie  in  the  power  of  vour  Memo- 
rialift." 
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"  rialift."*  What  man  was  ever  fo  ill  treated  ! — 
That  Major  Sirr,  on  that  occafion,  in  detailing  on 
oath,  the  circumftances  which  attended  Mr.  Ruffel's 
apprehenfion,  mould  entirely  omit  to  ftate  the  part 
Mr.  Emerfon  had  in  fuch  tranfaftion  !  !  ! 

Ah!  cruel,  cruel  Major! — Is  it  thus  you  treat 
an  old  friend,  at  the  moment  he  thought  to  have 
made  a  fortune  ! —Yet,  apropos,  had  the  Major  at- 
tempted to  mention  the  part  Mr.  Emerfon  had  in  the 
tranfaftion,  the  Court  would  perhaps  have  been 
wicked  enough  to  (lop  him — the  convtrfation  with 
Mrs.  Muley,  below  ftairs,  being  totally  irrevalant, 
fo  that  our  hero  is  every  where  unfortunate  ! — Had 
Jhe>  indeed,  been  on  her  trial,  then  he  would  come 
off  horfeman-like — -and,  I  make  no  doubt,  would 
get  great  applaufe  for  the  fagacity  of  his  CROSS- 
Examination  of  her,  and,  in  truth,  crofs  enough 
it  was,  that  he  did  not  dream  of  going  up  ft  airs  a  little 
fooner. — I  cannot  help  again  lamenting,  that  he  was 
equally  unfortunate  in  not  having  read  the  whole  of 
the  ftatement  in  the  Dublin  Journal,  on  the  icth 
September  lad,  and  which  by  his  own  account  was 
"  Copied  into  the  principal  new/papers  in  the  United  King- 
dotn  ;  or  he  furely  could  not  have  been  furprifed  that 
the  ill  natured,  covetous  Major  fhould,  a  fecond 
time,  have  forgotten  the  bare  mention  of  his  name, 
as  one  of  the  perfons  who  bravely  expofed  their  lives 
in  arrefting  the  traitor  Ruffel.  Mr.  Joy,  who  was 
Ruflll's  leading  Counfel,  in  his  letter,  (page  23,) 
fays  "  It  is  impofiible  for  me  to  fay,  whether  Mr. 

Ruffel 


*  While  Fleming  lived,  (the  only  evidence  that  ever  ex- 
ited, who  could  prove  the  fuel,)  Mr.  Emerfon  was  filent  ; 
but  the  moment  he  died,  ( which  was  fix  months  after  the 
tratfattion)  he  pretended,  FOR  the  first  time  to 

HEAR  THAT  IT  EVER  HAD  BEEN  COVETED  THAT  HE 
WAS  PRESENT  AT  THE  ARREST. 
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"  Ruflel  aflented  to  the  correclnefs  of  Major  Sirr's 
"  teftimony  on  the  Trial,  as  I  had  no  converfation 
"  with  Ruffe!,  either  during  or  after  the  Trial." — 
Thofe  who  know  Ruffel's  character,  are  convinced 
that  he  would  not  fufFer  a  fentence  of  untruth 
againft  him,  without  reporting  it  to  his  Gounfel,  or 
oppofmg  it  himfelf.  But,  it  proves,  that  nothing 
was  left  untried  to  prop  Mr.  Emerfon's  claims  of 
£1500  for  the  Cr of s- Examination  of  Mrs.  Muky  \  !  !  * 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  a  want  of  fagacity  in  me, 
but  I  confefs,  1  cannot  conceive  for  what  purpofe  he 
fwelled  his  "  Appeal"  with  fo  many  letters,  for, 
in  my  humble  judgment,  they  do  not  contain  a 
lingle  fyllable  of  direct  evidence  of  any  thing. 
But,  as  to  the  point  at  ifTue,  viz.  whether  Mr. 
Emerfon  was  preferJ  at  the  arreft  of  Rujjei \  they  do 
not,  (becaufe  it  is -impoflible  they  could)  give  any 
account.  For  poor  Flemings  the  only  man  who  knew 
any  thingof  the  matter,  unfortunately  died  a  few 

DAYS  BEFORE  Mr.  EMERSON  HEARD  THAT  SlRR  HAD 
DENIED  HIS  HAVING  BEEN  PReSeNT  AT  THE  ARREST. 

So  that  now  he  is  completely  <$  entangled  J'*—- 
FOR  THERE  ARE  TWO  OATHS  TO  ONE 
AGAINST  HIM  ;— and  I  am  told,  that  two  credible 
witneffes  contradi&ing  an  individual  upon  his  oath, 
are  fufficient  to  convict  him  of  perjury.  Had 
Mr.  Emerfon  paid  due  attention  to  the  falutary  ad- 
vice of  his  friend,  the  Baron,  he  wo u  id  not  be 
now  fo  much  "  entangled,"  as  I  fufpetft  he  finds 
himfelf,  and  out  of  which    not  all    his  wiles 

c  can 

*  If  Ruflel  affented  to  the  truth  of  Major  Sin's  tefti- 
mony on' his  trial,  (and,  that  he  did  aflent  to  it,  his  filence 
proves),  I  think  it  conclufive  evidence,  that  Mr.  Emerfon, 
in  his  opinion,  was  not  prefent  at  his  arreft 
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can  difengage  him.  In  his  firft  letters  the  Ba- 
ron begins  with  "  my  dear  Emerson,"  but  to- 
wards the  clofe  he  feems  to  be  as  weary  of  the  cor- 
refpondence,  as  his  Excellency,  or  Sir  Evan  Nepe- 
an  ;  and,  like  Sir  Evan,  forbids  the  bare  mention 
of  the  iuijject. — His  lad  letter  begins  "  Dear  Sir." 
In  it  (page  26)  he  fays,  *  /  entreat  that  you  never 

*  mention  this  matter  in  which  you  have  got  entangled 

*  to  me  agamy  Mr.  Emerfon  gives  this  as  a  reafon 
for  publishing  the  Baron's  letters  without  his  per. 
iniffion  ;  how  far  he  was  correct  in  fo  doing  I  fub- 
mit  to  the  reader's  ideas  of  honor.  He,  however, 
acted  cpnfiftently  with  himfdf\  He  fays  in  a  note 
to  the  Baron's  laft  letter, '  He'  meaning  the  Baron, 
5  will  fee  from  the  foregoing  pages,  that  it  has  been 
«  doubted  whether  Mr.  Emerfon  was  prefent,  and 
«  that  it  has  been  aiTerted  that  he  was  not.'  Let 
raeaffur.e  Mr.  Emerfon  that  it  never  was  doubted  by 
Major  Sirr  or  Mr.  Minchin,  nor  by  any  one  of 
their  numerous  acquaintance,  who  well  know  their 
worth  and  their  ftriCtly  honourable  conduct,  and 
who  are  convinced  that  no  fuch  temptation  as  (to 
t&@#), the, paltry £am  indifpute,  could  induce  either 
of  them  to  afjert  an  untruth,  much  lefs  to  /wear  to 

One,    SPECIALLY,  OR,   IN   THE  GROSS. 

So  much  for  Mr.  Emerfon's  claim  for  f  ifteen 
hundred  pounds,  fpf  the  croj j- examination  of  Mrs. 
Sdahy  ! — It  is  more  money  than  I  believe,  Mr.  Cur- 
ran  ever  got  for  examining  a  dozen  witneffes.  Let 
me  now  coniider  his  real  title  to  reward,  to  which 
I  fhall  fubioin  tlif  opinion  of  oneof  tne  ableft  law- 
vers  at  tlie  I  h  b  tr.  Suppofo  for  a  moment,  that  he 
had  not  unluckily  dailud  too  long  bei  >w  flairs*  with  Mrs. 
Malcy,  but,  like  a  truly  brave  man,  de/eroing  to  wear 
the  Attorneys  uniform,  had  led  the  van,  which,  cer- 
tainty, he  ought  to  have  done,  a?  he  conlidered  the 
other  Gentlemen  adring  "  itfia^r  his  &n&m  and  in- 

■  ten:e, 
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formation"  could  he  as  a  man  of  honour  have  ex- 
pedted  more  than  a  third  of  the  reward?— Bat  not 
having  done  fo,  he  is  only  entitled  to  ene-third  of 
£500— as  the  INFORMER  !  —And,  I  am  warrant- 
ed by  his  own  language  to  afTert,  thiiOcyalty  had  m 
Jhare  in  his  motives  for  INFORM!  NG  again  ft  R"jjel  ; — 
but,  that  he  was  wholly  influenced  by  the  hope  of 
fome  reward,  and  at  the  time  he  gave  the  informati- 
on, he  did  not  know  that  he  would  be  entitled  to 
jf20,  but,  any  game  rather  than  (land  out,  if  hi 
could  play  in  a  whole  frzin.    In  fupport  of  this  opini- 
on he  will  excufe  me  quoting  the  following  abftracl 
from  his  "  Appeal,"  (page  20),  and  that  too  in  a 
letter  to  his  Excellency  ;  which  proves  that  he  is 
not  afraid  of  great  men,  as  there  is  no  danger  of  their 
being  armed. — w  While  I  return  my  beft  thanks  for 
"  the  gracious  manner  in  which  your  Excellency 
<c  was  pleated  to  receive  me,  I  muft  fay,  that  were  I 
u  not  confcious  that  my  Information  had,  through 
'1  Providence,  probably  prevented  the  etui  (ion  of 
*i  much  loyal  blood  in  this  city,  I  Jhould  [nicer  ely  re- 
<(  gret  that  I  had  ever  communicated  the  circitmfi \inces  which 
"  led  to  the  capture  of  Mr.  RuJJd"    Thus,  his  loyal- 
ty "  oozes  out  at  the  tips  of  his  lingers  {"  But, 
it  is  not  his  loyalty  alone  th.it,  in  the  foregoing  fen- 
tence,   has  efcaped  his  pen,    but  a  fee  ret  that  he 
thought  impenetrable— buried  iviih  his  friend  Fle- 
ming.— -Mark  his  word's  :  — "  I  fhouJd  fincerely  re- 
gret  that  I  had  ever  communicated  the  c:rcum.1ances 
«   which  LED  to  the  capture  of  Mr.  Rjjfel"— What  ! 
did  he  not  capture  him  himfjrlf,  as  (Worn  to  in  his 
Memorial?— No — the  truth,  that  rankled  in  his 
heart,  while  he  wrote,  efcaped  through  his  pen, 
and  forfook  the  uncongenial  manfion.    Here,  in  di- 
rect and  politive  ter  ns,  he  unintentionally,  admits  the 
fact,  that  hi  only  communicated  the  circum  fiances 
which  LED  to  the  capture ! !  ! 

c  2  He 
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He  begins  his  letters  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  with 
"  May  it  pleafe  your  excellency."  I  think  it  appears 
pretty  manifeft  *that  his  Excellency  was  no  better 
pleafed  with  him  than  any  of  the  others  he  wifhed 
to  cajole  into  a  belief  of  his  affertions  ;  and  I  mould 
have  a  very  poor  opinion  of  his  Excellency's  pene- 
tration if  he  was,  af  ier  reading  the  foregoing  fenience, — 
Mr.  Emerfon  forgot  the  old,  vulgar  adage,  as  to  the 
necej/ity  of  a  good  memory. 

He  fays  in  page  5,  "  The  circumtfances  of  the 
"  apprehenlion  of  Mr.  Ruffe!,  as  here  detailed, 
"  were  related  on  the  fame  night,  by  Mr.  Emerfon, 
"  to  the  Bimop  of  Derry,  brother  to  Mr.  Knox." 
I  beg  leave  to  afk  were  Major  Sirr,  or  Mr.  Minchin 
prefent. 

I  would  afk  Mr.  Emerfon,  what  wonderful  myf- 
terv  he  makes  of  his  fecond-hand  private  INFOR- 
MER— why  does  he  not  produce  him  ? — It  is  more 
than  probable  he  was  in  the  houfe  that  night,  &  could 
throw  fome  light  on  this  fubjec~r,  and  help  to  fup- 
port  bis  tottering  caufe. — -If  fuch  a  man  ever  had 
exigence,  he  will  be  a  great  fool  if  he  does  not  now 
come  forward,  and  claim  h\s  jnft  right.  Mr.  Emer- 
fon can  well  afford  to  pay  htm,  out  of  the  £500  he 
touched  at  the  Treafury.  But  I  am  afraid  the  poor 
Devil  would  have  but  a  bad  chance  of  fuccefs,  if 
he  had  no  witnefs  to  prove  his  cafe  ;  and  if  he  has,  he 
had  better  come  forward  before  he  dies,  like  poor  Fle- 
mings or  ill  natured  people  may  be  apt  to  fufpecl:  he 
had  no  evidence  to  give, 

Had  Mr.  Emerfon  acled  in  a  Gentleman-like  man- 
ner after  the  arreft  of  Ruffel,  he  would  have  had 
the  whole  ^1500, with  the  thanks  and  approbation 
of  Government,  and  of  his  Country  ;  and,  he  would 

have 
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have  retained  the  friendfhip  of  Mr.  Minchin  and  Ma- 
jor Sirr  ;  for,  it  is  a  fact,  that  cannot  be  contradict- 
ed, but,  on  the  contrary,  that  can  eafily  be  prov- 
ed, that  Major  Sirr,  never  before  accepted  a  reward  for 
any  per/on  he  has  apprehended,  although  he  has  arrett- 
ed many  for  whom  large  rewards  were  offered  ;  and 
as  for  Mr.  Minchin,  he  would  never  have  thought 
of  it,  but  in  oppofition  to  Mr.  Emerfon,  on  ac- 
count of  the  unhandfome,  underhand  manner  he 
made  his  claim. 

I  mail  now  take  leave  of  Mr.  Emerfon,  for  ever, 
and  hope  he  is  convinced  I  have  been  candid  ;  and 
I  conceive,  that  if  the  remainder  of"  The  Public," 
to  whom  he  has  appealed,  will  give  their  opinions 
as  honeitly  as  I  have  done,  that  he  will,  agreeably 
to  his  promife,  "  bow  to  their  decijion  as  otherwife, 
he  would  break  his  engagement,  for  which  I  could 
never  fufpect  any  gentleman. 

V  E  R  At 

§jui  capit  ille  facit. 

~  IT  is  very  weak  of  men  to  fuffer  their  zeal  for  a 
friend  who  happens  to  be  at  variance  with  another, 
to  induce.them  to  efpoufe  his  quarrel,  fo  warmly, 
as  to  drive  them  unguardedly  into  ads  unbecom- 
ing the  character  of  a  gentleman,  particularly  mi- 
litary men,  as  they  are  fubjecl  to  lofe  their  com- 
miflions,  by  the  fentence  of  a  court-martial,  for 
fuch  conduct:.  And,  really,  I  dont  think  it  was  very 
becoming  in  an  Adjutant  of  a  certain  yeomanry 
corps  to  become  a  hawker  of  pamphlets,  and  fell 
them,  or  rather  force  gentlemen  to  purchafe  them  it} 
the  open  ftreets. 


OPINION 
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OPINION 
ON    A  CASE 
Truly  ftatei  to  a  Lawyer  of  Eminence, 

I  AM  of  opinion,  that  Major  Sirr  and  Mr. 
Minchin,  are  jointly  entitled  to  the  rewards  offered 
by  the  fovereign  of  Belfaft,  (iooo/.)  and,  that  they 
only  are  entitled  thereto.  And  that  they  and  Mr. 
Emerfon  are  jointly  entitled  to  the  reward  offered 
by  General  Campbell,  (500/.)  To  the  latter  reward, 
I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  under  a  due  conftruc- 
tion  of  the  words,  Major  Sirr  and  Mr.  Minchin 
are  jointly  entitled  to  500/.  and  Mr.  Emerfon  alfo 
to  500/.  for,  I  think  the  Advertifement  promifes  the 
reward  to  any  one  who  fhali  either  apprehend 
Russel,  or  give  information.  I  am  of  opinion,  that 
Mr.  Minchin  and  Major  Sirr,  or  either,  can  main- 
tain an  action  againft  General  Campbell,  upon 
proving  the  Advertifement  was  publifhed  by  him, 
and  the  other  facts  in  this  cafe. 
2  2d  D ec ember y  1 8  03 . 

I  am  warranted  in  faying,  that  Mr.  Minchin  got 
the  above  Opinion,  in  confequence  of  hearing  that 
Mr.  Emerfon  was  feeking  to  obtain  the  whole  by 

private  wf.nuations. 


APPENDIX. 


County  of  the  city  of  ~\    HENRY  CHARLES  SIRR, 
Dublin  to  wit.       J-  and  Humphry  Mi n chin,  efqrs. 

 .  )  two  of  his  Majefty's  Juftices 

of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Dublin,  came  this 
day  before  me,  and  made  oath,  on  the  Holy  Evan- 
gelifts,  and  fay,  that  on  the  night  of  the  9th  of  Sep- 
tember lafr,  thefe  deponents  apprehended  Thomas 
Ruffel,  fince  executed  for  high  treafon,  in  the  houfe 
of  Daniel  Muley,  gun-fmith,  in  Parliament-nreet ; 
and  that  they  from  thence  conducted  faid  Ruffel,  a 
prifoner,  to  the  Caftle  of  Dublin,  aided  by  a  party 
of  the  Exchange  guard. 

Deponents  further  fay,  that  when  they  fo  appre- 
hended faid  Ruffel,  he  was  armed  with  a  cafe  of  pif- 
tols,  of  which  deponents  difarmed  him.  And  de- 
ponents fay,  that  at  the  time  they  fo  apprehended 
and  difarmed  the  faid  Thomas  Ruffel,  and  for  fome 
minutes  after,  there  was  not  any  perfon  whatfoever 
in  the  apartment  in  which  they  had  fo  apprehended 
and  difarmed  the  faid  Thomas  Ruffel,  fave  and  ex- 
cept faid  Ruffel  and  deponents.  But,  they  fay,  that 
in  fome  fhort  time  after,  they  had  fo  apprehended 
and  difarmed  the  faid  Thomas  Ruffel,  John  Switft 
Ernerfon,  of  Camden-ftreet,  attorney,  entered  hee 
room. 

Sworn  before  me,  2  2d  May,  1804. 

HENRY  HUTTON, 
Henry  C.  Sirr,  Lord  Mayor. 

H.  Minchin. 


